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Don't be fooled, all ye who are not Scholars! This book is one of the most incorrect books I have

ever read! But, David Colbert cleverly disguises ignorance with eloquent words! (I'm not ignorant, by

the way, in case you were thinking...).1. Firstly, I'll touch on a less important mistake; the table of

contents on the back of the paperback edition is faulty - it says there is a section on snakes; there is

not! But that could merely be dismissed as an accident. It also states, "AND MORE!", when there is

just one more (true, but rude). He also names each of his chapters with a question (i.e., "Why are

mirrors magical?"), but often times does not answer the question!2. Secondly, his information is

faulty. He did not do he research he should have; for example, he says the grindylow and the jenny

greenteeth are the same thing, when they most certainly are not! The grindylow, or grundylow, is a

Yorkshire water goblin. Jenny Greenteeth, for one, is individual. She is an old hag that supposedly

lives in Lancashire who LIVES IN A TREE hanging over a river. When travelors come by, she

reaches out her spidery arm to catch her victim, which she devours with her green teeth.3. He gives

several bogus etymologies (historical roots of words). But the one that really gets my dander up is

HIPPOCAMPUS (a horse of the sea). He states, "This sea horse gets its name from the Greek word

for horse (hippos) and the latin word for ground (campus)." For those of you not educated in



etymology, I would like to point out the first fatal flaw - Latin and Greek NEVER go directly together

to make a word. Sometimes, a Greek word is Latinized and THEN is put together, but never without

the Latinization.
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